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The Succeſs of the Goſpel, through the Mini- 


tration of weak and ſin ful Men; a Proof of 
the Power, Wiſdom and Goodneſs of G OD. 
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II COR. iv. 7. 

But wwe have this Treaſure in earthen Veſſels, that the 
| Excellency of the Power may be of GOD, and not 
F Us, | | / 

In ConnzcT1oN with 
E XO D. xx. 19. 

And they ſaid unto Moles, ſpeak thou with us, and we 

will bear; but let not GOD ſpeak with us leſt we die. 


. VER ſince the Day, that the firſt Parents 


of Mankind furniſhed themſelves with a 


fatal Reaſon, for flying from the Preſence 
of the Logp Gop, and for attempting to conceal 


their Shame amidſt the Trees of the Garden, 


every perſonal and immediate Approach of the 
Deity has been an Object of Terrour to them, 
and their ſinful Poſterity. 


1 FEAR 
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' Fear continually preſſes hard upon the Foot- 
ſteps of Guilt; and what we fear, we naturally 
ſhun : Hence we ſhould keep at a perpetual Diſ- 
tance from Gov, did not his Power compel, his 
Juſtice drag, or his Mercy allure us into his Pre- 
ſence: — The Appearance of the Moſt High, as 
a righteous Judge and omnipotent Avenger, were 
certain and ſwift Deſtruction to the guilty : And 
ſo fearful is the Breach which Sin has made be- 
tween Gop and Man, ſo alarming are the Suggeſ- 
tions of an awakened Conſcience, that even the 
gentle Intimations of Pity and Love, if diſplayed 
in native, celeſtial Majeſty, muſt dazzle the. feeble 


Eye, and ſtun che trembling Ear of conſcious 
Demerit. | 


Wm therefore, the Father of Mercies was 
pleaſed, on ſpecial Occaſions, to reveal his Grace 
to the Children of Men, the Voice of the Eternal 
did not rend the Vault of Heaven, and ſhake che 5 
Pillars of the Earth; nor did even one of the 
flaming Miniſters deſcend from before the Throne 
of Gov, and proclaim to an aſtoniſhed World, 
by the Trumpet of Jehovah, the wonderful 
Tidings of * « Peace on Earth, and good Will to 
1 Men,” but in Condeſcenſion to human Weak» 


1 Lake i. 2% : 
nels 
W 4 
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nefs, and in Commiſeration of human Woe, the 
Gop of Conſolation, * * at ſundry Times, and in 
divers Manners, IE unto the Fathers by 
the Prophets.” He ſpake to finfal Creatures, 
by Men of like Paſſionswith themſelves — by their 
fellow Sinners. When Angels were ſent to convey 
the Will of Gop to Mankind, they aſſumed the 
Robes of Meckneſs, and ſpake in the Language 
of Sympathy and Friendſhip. | 


Ap when at length, in the Depth of infinite 
Wiſdom, and in the Riches of Free Grace, God 
thought | it good to addreſs himſelf to his fallen 
Creatures, + by his Son—the Brightneſs of. 
<« his Glory, and che expreſs Image of his Per- 
* ſon.” 1 * The Word was made Fleſh, and 
« dwelt among us:“ When the Prince of Peace 
vouchſafed to come for our Salvation. $4 Verily 
e he took not on him the Nature of Angels, but 
< he took on him the Seed of Abraham.” — He 
became Man, that without inſpiring Terrour, he 
might converſe with Men, and in Accents of 
their own, gently perſuade | them of the render 


Mercies of Gov, and win them to Heaven. — 


The: Perſons mm as miniſtring Servants to 


* Heb. i, 1. + Heb. 1. 2, 3. 
4 John i. 14. $ Heb. ii. 16. 
| | his 


„ 
his great Deſign, to declare the Doctrine of Re- 
' conciliation, to preach among the Gemtiles the 
unſearchable Riches of Chriſt, to point out the 
May to eternal Life, were ſuch as needed all the 
Bleſſings of that Goſpel, which they preached to 
others: The precious Treaſure was committed to 
earthen Veſſels, that the Excellency of the Power 
ight be of Gop. Such has been the State of 
Chriſtianity in every Age; ſuch it is at this Day, 
and thus it is evidently deſigned to continue to 

the End of the World. 


Tu Language of the Text is beautifully 
figurative, and conveys this Idea: The Diſpenſa- 
tion of the Goſpel of Peace, the moſt valuable 
Poſſeſſion conferred by Gop upon Mankind, is 
put into the Hands of weak and fallible Men, 
that its Succeſs may appear to flow, not from the 
Ability or Skill of the Diſpenſer, but from its 
own intrinſic Worth and Importance, and from 
the irreſiſtible Power of its great Author: It is 
like a Treaſure of Gold laid up in an earthen 
Pot, or a precious Jewel depoſited in a rough 
Caſket; thoſe valuable Commodities COMMUN» 
cate a Dignity and Value to that which contajns 
them, but can derive none from the Connection: 
The Veſfel may be broken in Pieces, the Caſket 

os IT 
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thrown as a worthleſs Thing away, and yet the 
Treaſure retain its full Weight, and the Gem 
ſparkle in all its native Luſtre. 


IT is my Deſign, upon this Occaſion, in the 
humble Hope of Divine Aſſiſtance, to conſider 
the preſent State of the Goſpel Miniſtry and of 
the Chriſtian Church, 1n this particular Point of 
View; as an Evidence of the Wiſdom and Good- 
neſs of Providence, that we may be together led 
to the grateful and devout Acknowledgment of 
it, and to an entire Dependance upon that Al- 


mighty Power, which alone can render the Means 
of Grace effectual. 


However the Matter may appear upon a firſt, 
and to a ſuperficial Obſervation; though it might 
be apprehended that Perfection of moral Character, 
and a higher Order of Talents ſnould have been 
joined to the Miniſtration of a pure and perfect 
Religion; by attending more cloſely, we ſhall 
find that the great Ends which Gop evidently has 
in View, in the Goſpel of his Son, are moſt 
effectually accompliſhed by that Mode of Diſpen- 
{ation which we ſee he has eſtabliſhed. — Without 
inſiſting on the general Propoſition, that whatever 

3 infinite 
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infinite Wiſdom has determined, is certainly 


beft, the Propriety of the preſent Eſtabliſh- 


ment of Things in the Chriſtian Church, accord- 
ing to the Apoſtle's Idea in the Text, will appear, 
whether we conſider it as reſpeCting the Minifters 
of the Goſpel themſelves ; or thoſe:to whom at is 
diſpenſed; or Him, whoſe Meſſage the Goſpel is, 
and on whoſe Bleſſing all .its Efficacy depends. 
And | | 


I. Gos has appointed the Goſpel to be 


preached by Men, to Men, for the Sake of the 
Miniſters of it. 


Onz of the moſt infallible Methods of ac- 
quiring Knowledge of any Kind, is to commu- 
nicate that which we already poſſeſs, to others: 
While we teach, we neceſſarily learn; while we 
Rudy the Illumination of qur Hearers, the Dark- 
nels of our own Minds is thereby diſpelled. Art 
thou called then, my Brother, to the Work uf 
the Miniſtry, to be a Guide of the Blind, a 
Light of them which are in Darkneſs, an In- 
ſtructor of the fooliſh, a Teacher of Babes,” 
ꝛ0 lead Men to the Knowledge of the Truth, that 


9 Rom, ii. 19, 20. 
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Ta 
they may be ſaved ? By that Call, in whatever 
Manner conveyed, thou art invited, in the moſt 
affecting Terms, to ſtudy the Truth as it is 


Jeſus upon thy own Account; to underſtand and 


feel for thyſelf what thou wouldſt wiſh others to 
underſtand and feel through thy Means. To 
all the Motives, towards the Purſuit of that 
Wiſdom which is from above, and which maketh 
wiſe unto Salvation; in common to thee with 
other Men; an additional and a ſtriking one ariſes 
out of thy particular Office and Profeſſion; The 
great Head of the Church, the great Fountain 
of Light has left thee no Choice here, but has 
laid thee under a gracious and gentle Neceſſity of 
being | acquainted with the glorious Myſtery of 
Godlineſs, that is, with the Things which be- 


long to thy everlaſting Peace. — Many may, and 


do periſh through lack of Knowledge; but Gop 
has mercifully ſecured thee on this Sidez and 
canſt thou but account this as an additional In- 
ſtance of his Goodneſs, and an additional Claim 
upon thy Gratitude and Love? 


Ac Alx, it is evident that He who would 
have the Goſpel preached to every Creature, and 
its Benefits univerſally diffuſed, muſt have in- 


B tended, 


+.) 

tended, that thoſe who were to convey ſuch ineſti- 
mable Bleſſings to the World ſhould themſelves 
liberally partake thereof, It was a Law, worthy 
of the bountiful and mercifully conſiderate Pa- 
rent of the Univerſe, who preſerveth Man and 
Beaſt, „Thou ſhall not muzzle the Ox, when 
« he treadeth out the Corn.“ + © Doth GO 
« take care for Oxen?” And are not ye of much 
more Value than many of thoſe? Will he, who 
has ſent us to diſpenſe to the poor and needy, of 
the Fulneſs which is treaſured up in Chriſt, forbid» 
us to take a Supply for our own Neceſſities ? 
Will he, who is pleaſed to employ us, in directing 
his People to the heavenly Canaan, obſtruct the 
Pallage againſt ourſelves, and ſay, but as for 
you, ye ſhall in no wiſe enter therein? Shall the 
Steward ſtarve, while he feeds the Houſhold with 
Bread? Surely not. The Apoſtle of the Gentiles 
could, from his own ſweet Experience, bear Teſti- 
mony to the Grace of God in this Reſpect : 
+ « The Gov of all Comfort, ſays he, com- 
« forteth us in all our Tribulation, that we may 
ehe able to comfort them which are in any 
Trouble, by the Comfort wherewith we our- 
” | ſelves are comforted of Gob,” The Treaſure 
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N. Deut. 3 xv. 4. Þ+ 1 Cor. ix. 9. 1 2 Cor. i. 3, 4. 
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committed to the Miniſters of the Goſpel is not 
the Hoard of a Miſer, only to be looked at, and 
reckoned over; but the rich and the continually 
abounding Store of the bountiful Proprietor of all 
Things, which grows by Communication, and 
whoſe Uſe is its Increaſe, — How often has it 
been found, that the neceſſary Intercourſe betwixt 
Miniſters and the afftifted, tempted, deſponding 
Children of Gop, hath, through the divine 
Bleſſing, proved the Means of alleviating the 
Diſtreſſes, of ſubduing the Temptations, of re- 
moving the Doubts, of healing the painful 
Wounds of the former as well as of the latter, 
of conveying Peace and Joy to the Miniſter, as 
well as to them among whom he miniſters ?— 
And beſides, by converſing with Men in all the 
Varieties , of Situation in human Life, and in 
Religion, the Teachers of Chriſtianity may be, 
and often are led to the Diſcovery and the Im- 
provement of many important Particulars in 
their own Characters and Conduct, which they 
had not attended to before, and which, but for 
their Office, they had not found out, till the 
Seaſon of profiting had been loſt. 
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FARTHER, it is meet that the Goſpel Treaſure 
ſhould be in earthen Veſſels, not only for the 
Purpoſes of extending the Knowledge, and of 
promoting the Edification and Comfort of Mini- 
ſters, but alſo, in order to form their Tempers, 
to impreſs their Characters, and to regulate their 
Behaviour into the Similitude of their divine 
Maſter, the meek and lowly Jeſus. The grand 
and comprehenſive Aim of Chriſtianity is to 
teach Men Humility. For this End, < Chrif | 
<<. humbled himſelf, and became of no Reputa- 
tion” ; for this End, he would have his Goſpel 
preached by ſuch as, in this Reſpect, bore ſome 
Reſemblance to himſelf; and for this End, he 
furniſhed his miniſtring Servants with every Ar- 
gument to exemplify and to inculcate H umility, 
Their Name, their Office, their perſonal Cha- 
rafters, their Relation to the bleſſed Jeſus, and | 
above all his Example, call upon them, with 
one Voice, to. be lowly i in Heart, that they may 
teach the World to be humble. The Diſtinctions | 
which prevail among Men upon Earth are calcu- 
lated to feed the Pride and Vanity of the diſtin. 
guiſhed, and the Badges of Superiority are care- 
fully contrived to conceal or efface, as much as 


Phil. ii. 2. 
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poſſible, every Thing mean and mortifylng i in 
the Condition of him who wears them; but this 
Order is quite reverſed in Chyijt's Kingdom: 
one of the great and fundamental Laws of its 
Conſtitution runs thus, 0 6 Whoſoever will be 
great among you, let him be your Miniſter; 

* ahd whoſoever will be chief among you, let 
cc him be your Servant: Even as the Son of Man 


© came not to be miniſtred unto, but to mi- 
i niſtet. . To riſe in any Kingdom is to 


approach towards the Sovereign, and to reſemble 
him: From the Nature of Chrif's Kingdom then, 
and the Character of him Who fits upon the 
Throne of it, to be advanced there, is to deſcend; 
to acquire Dienity, is to grow in Humility ; to 
be qualified for a Station near the Prince is to 
poſſeſs a meek and quiet Spirit; to be honour- 
able in the Sight of Gop and Angels; to be” 
fitted for the Society of juſt Men made perfect; 
to enjoy inward Compoſure—is to be poor in 
Spirit, for that is to inherit the Kingdom of 
Heaven, When this is conſidered, it is Matter 
of Joy, that the Goſpel Treaſure is committed 
to earthen Veſſels — to Men, whoſe Employments 
and whoſe Hopes are an habitual Exhortation to 
the Study and Practice of Humility ; and beſides, 


* Matt, xx. 26, 27, 28. 
„ | whoſe 
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whoſe own Minds will ſuggeſt many private and 
perſonal Reaſons to the ſame Effect. —It is happy 
for the World, for the Church, and for the Par- 
tjes themſelves, that if Miniſters will be proud, 
peeviſh..or ſelf-ſufficiear, it ſhall not be through 
Want of Arguments to the contrary, Arguments, 
in which conſcious Frailty, without much Ex- 
pence of Thought, will inſtruct them, 


Axornzx uſeful and important Ingredient, in 
the Character of a Gaſpel Miniſter, is furniſhed 
from the ſame Store, namely a humane, com- 
paſſionate and patient Diſpoſition, The beſt 
Teachers in any Art or. Science are thoſe who 
arrive at Excellency, through much Pain and 
Labour; a quick and penetrating Genius can 
hardly form any Notion of a ſlow Capacity, and 
with Difficulty accommodates himſelf to the 
Progreſs of ſuch; whereas, one, who recollects 
that his on Dulneſs often tried the Patience and 
Temper of his Teacher, muſt be both in the 
Habit, and under the Inclination of ſhewing 
Lenity and Tenderneſs, towards thoſe who learg 


& him. 


A PHYSICIAN, 
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A Pnvys1cian, who has never known Pain and 
Sickneſs himſelf, wants at leaſt one important 
Auxiliary to Skill, and one irreſiſtible Recom- 
mendation to his Patient— One uſeful Quality, 
which Experience only can beſtow upon him; it 
is an amiable View of the great Phyſician of 
Souls, in this Reſpe&, with which the Apoſtle 
preſents us : * © In all Things it behoved him, 
c to be made like unto his Brethren; that he 
might be a merciful and faithful High- prieſt, in 
Things pertaining to Gop, to make Reconci- 
<« liation for the Sins of the People; for in that, 
he himſelf hath ſuffered being tempted, he is 
able to ſuccour them that are tempted.” Again, 
+ For we have not an High- prieſt who cannot 
<« be touched with the Feelings of our Infirmi- 
ties; but was in all Points tempted like as 
we are, without Sin.” — Providence has for 
the ſame Reaſon wiſely and graciouſly ordered it, 
that Prieſts and Miniſters, taken from among 
Men, ſhould have heart-felt Motives to pity the 
ignorant, the weak, the miſerable; they are 
+ © ordained for Men, in Things pertaining to 


* Heb, ii. 17,18. + Heb. iv. 15, f Heb. v. 1, 2. 


«© Gop, 


3 
6 God, to have Compaſſion on the ignorant, and 
4 On them that are out of the Way, for that 
« they themſelves alſo are compaſſed with Infit 
„ mity. 
55 

I nave reckoned this among the Advan- 
tages of a Miniſter's Situation; for though a 
feeling Heart be often a Source of the acuteſt 
Anguiſh, and of the moſt overwhelming Diſtreſs, 
Which a ſelfiſh Mind is always ftudious to avoid, 
yet there is a Decency, there is a Dignity in it, 
which conſtitute the nobleſt Characteriſtick of 
Humanity; while it confers upon its Poſſeſſor 
the moſt laudable, and the moſt advantageous 
Aſcendant towards the ſucceſsful Diſcharge of his 
Duty; it beſtows the juſteſt Title to Confidence; 
it brings all a Miniſter's other Talents into the 
Way of their fulleſt and moſt promiſing Exertion; 
it leads by the ſhorteſt and the ſafeſt Road to 
extenſive Utility. — The tender-hearted will bear 
me out, if I add, that, in the very Paroxyſms of 
ſympathetick Woe, there is a Joy which the ſelfiſh 
are not honoured to taſte, with which the Stranger 
muſt not aſpire to intermeddle: And this painful 
Senſibility, at worſt, is more than compenſated to 
the Man who lives not for himſelf merely, by the 
delightful Employment of it, in removing what 
gave 
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gave it Exiſtence — the Miſery of others. 1 
now proceed 


II. To conſider, for what Reaſons, in the Wiſ- 
dom of Gop, the Goſpel is diſpenſed by the 
Hands of frail and imperfect Men, as thoſe Rea- 
ſons affect the Perſons o whom the Word of this 
Salvation is ſent, or rather, as they affect their 
Joint Interefts and mutual Relations, for theſe are 


ſo blended as to render a Separation of them 
impoſſible. | 


Tux "Addreſs of the Children of Jae! to 
Moſes, which we have read, affords one very - 
obvious and ſtriking Reaſon. A Diſpenſation 
coming immediately from Gop, was clothed in 
too many awful Circumſtances, to admit of Re- 
collection and Compoſure: Though the choſen 
Tribes had every Encouragement to believe that 
the glorious Jebovab was peculiarly propitious to 
them, and had promulgated his Law not in 
Anger, but in Kindneſs; yet they could not 
{upport the Enunciation of it from his own 
Lips. And had you, Chriſtians, ſtood with. 
them, trembling under the Terrours of Mount 

E . Sinai; 


. 
Sinai ; had you heard the Thunderings, and ſeen 
the Lightenings ; the Noiſe of the Trumpet 
reſounding from Rock to Rock, the Mountain 
ſmoking and quaking, and the Voice of Gob 


himſelf 'burſting through the thick Cloud that 
veiled his Glory; you would, doubtleſs, have been 
diſpoſed, with them, to remove and ſtand far off, 
and to join in their Requeſt, © let not Gop ſpeak 
& with us, leſt we die“ for . fo terrible was the 
« Sight, that Moſes himſelf ſaid, I exceedingly fear 
e and quake.” The Appearance of the Almighty 
unto Elijah in Horeb, recorded 1 K:ngs xix. 11, 12. 
is another inſtructive and ſtriking Illuſtration to 
this Purpoſe, while at the ſame Time, it beauti- 
fully points out the Difference between the legal 
Diſpenſation and the evangelical ;. the terrify- 
ing Solemnity of the one, the Mildneſs and 
Gentleneſs of the other And behold the 
* Lord paſſed by, and a great and ſtrong Wind 
* rent the Mountains, and brake in, Pieces the 
Wy Rocks before the Lord: But the Lord was 
not in the Wind,” —Elfe, how could a frail, 

. ſinful Mortal have ſupported his Preſence ? 
And after the Wind an Earthquake; but the 
Lord was not in the Earthquake: And after 
<« the Earthquake a Fire; but the Lord was not 


t Heb, xii. 21, 
« in 
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e in the Fire: The Glory of Gop, thus mani- 
ſeſted, was too much for even an Elijab to bear: 
What then? „And after the Fire, a ſtill ſmall 
« Voice:” This at length encouraged the Pro- 
phet to attend, and to approach towards the 
Entrance of the Cave, though not without 
wrapping his Face in his Mantle, that he might 
hear what Gop the Lord would ſay, in a Voice 
to which he could liſten without Aſtoniſhment. — 
And it is thus, that our merciful heavenly Fa- 
ther deals with us in the Goſpel of his Son; he 
ſpeaks to us in a ſtill ſmall Voice? — the Words, 
the Accents are thoſe of a Man to his Friend; 
fearful, | trembling Sinners are invited to the 
Throne of Grace, in Language which they un- 
derſtand, and which diſſipates, not confirms their 
Apprehenſions. 


Taz Miniſtration even of Angels, ſuperiour, 
though created Intelligences, were unſuitable to 
the preſent weak, depreſſed State of Humanity; 
for not to mention the Terrour inſpired by the 
Appearances of thoſe exalted Beings, under a 
Diſpenſation calculated to diſplay, chiefly, the 
Majeſty of the divine Power, Holineſs and Juſ- 
tice; we find that, under the gentler Reign ot 
Grace and Mercy, the Preſehce of an Angel 

C2 was 


( 20 ) 
was an Object of Fear, to the beſt of Men, as 
well as to the bold and guilty. * For Fear of 
K him, who attended upon the Reſurrection of 
« the Lord Jeſus, the Keepers did ſhake, and 
became as dead Men,” this is not much to be 
wondered at; but Zacharias himſelf, though em- 
ployed in the moſt ſolemn religious Service, in 
Obedience to the expreſs Appointment of Gop; 
though accuſtomed to make ſolitary Approaches 
to the moſt ſolemn and ſecret Receſſes of che 
Temple, and free from the Horrours which an 
ill Conſcience excites in the guilty Soul, yet 
** when he ſaw the Angel of the Lord ſtand- 
ing on the right Side of the Altar of Incenſe, 
he was troubled, and Fear fell upon him.” At 
the Sight of him who announced the Nativity of 


ourLord, the Shepherds of e were ef * ſore 
80 afraid. 1 


No Paſſion unhinges the Mind more than 
Fear; it diſtracts the Attention, miſrepreſents 
the Object, overwhelms the Underſtanding, and 
renders the Performance of a reaſonable Service 
utterly impoſſible; it is therefore inconſiſtent 
with a Worſhip to be rendered in Spirit and in 
Toon, ſuch as | the Father of * requires, 


N * Mat. xxvili. 4. Us Luke i, 11, 12. Lake ii. 9. 
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We are not then invited to it, and aſſiſted in 
it, by Creatures whoſe Nature is ſuperiour to 
our own— by ſinleſs and perfect Beings; becaufe 
their Devotion, however elevated and intenſe ; 
their Zeal, however fervent their Love, however 
pure ; their Capacity, however enlarged; their 
Labours however executive and aſſiduous, could 
be no Examples of, no Incentives to ours. The 
Advantages which they poſſeſs in theſe very 
Reſpects, would prove the Means of damping, 
of diſcouraging, of intimidating us. It is the 
evident Deſign of the gracious Author of the 
Chriſtian Diſpenſation to draw Men to himſelf 
+ „with Cords of a Man, with Bands of Love,” 
and therefore Men are employed in this benevolent, 
this hopinſpiring Service, 


As it is the gracious Intention of Gop, that 
his People ſhould not be terriſied in receiving 
the Proclamations of his Love, by the Dignity 
and the Diſtance of the Perſons ſent on this | 
Errand, ſo, by chooſing his Meſſengers from 
amongſt the frail, the finful and the miſcrable, 
he has wiſely cut off all Occaſion of their ex- 
acting an undue Reſpect, and forbidden the 
World, more than by an expreſs Interdiction, 
to hn them Reverence on their c own Account. 


y Hoſ. xi. 4 
Nothing 
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Nothing about them challenges Veneratic 19- 
thing is peculiarly eſtimable, except it bethe 
Office which they bear, and the Mefſagg which 
they wg 


Turn is a well-known Propenſity a Human 
Nature, to transfer the Attention duc dan uſcful 
and important Piece of Intelligence, by a" eaſy, 

and ſeemingly excuſable Tranſition, to 16 Perſon 
of him who delivers it; at leaſt to ſh+r- the Re- 
ſpect between them: And it is as natural for 
thoſe who are intruſted with any weighty and 
honourable Commiſſion, to take State upon it, 
and to expect Submiſſion and Regard on their 
ſeparate Score; and theſe Propenſities, acting 
upon and aiding each other, have filled even the 
Chriſtian World with Idols and Idolaters. But 
it is alſo obſervable, that when an Attempt was 
made to deify a Chriſtian Miniſter, a Claim of 
Infallibility was advanced in his Behalf; the 
earthen Pitcher was by a Kind of Magick tranſ- 
muted into a Vaſe of Gold; for ſo long as it 
ſenſibly retained the baſe and contemptible Qua- 
lities of the former, it was impoſſible, with all 
the natural Bias of the human Heart towards 
Idolatry, to erect an Altar unto it. . It is no leſs 


obſervable, 
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obſervable, however, in Oppoſition to this, that 
the nearer we approach to the pure Times of 
Chriſtianity, and the higher that we mount on 
the Scale of apoſtolick and angelical Perfection, 
with the greater Firmneſs, and Abhorrence do 
we find all improper Reſpect diſclaimed and re- 
jected. * © See thou do it not,” ſaid the Angel 
to John, when he would have fallen down to 
worſhip before his Feet, upon being ſhown the 
Glories of the New Jeruſalem, for I am thy 
* Fellow-Servant, and of thy Brethren the Pro- 
<< phets, and of them which keep the Sayings 
« of this Book; worſhip Gop.” When Paul, 
and Barnabas, diſcovered in the Inhabitants of 
Lyſtra, an Intention to render them the Homage 
paid to Deity, in the Belief that they were ſupe- 
riour to Mortals, + © they rent their Clothes, 
and ran in among the People, crying out and 
ſaying, Sirs, why do you theſe Things? we 
* alſo are Men of like Paſſions with you, and 
e preach unto you, that ye ſhouldturn fromtheſe 
« Vanities, unto the Living Gon“ — and ſo re- 
ſtrained the People. When Cornelius met Peter, 
and fell down at his Feet and worſhipped him, 
Peter took him up, ſaying, + © Stand up, I 
Rev. xxii. 9. + Acts xiv, 14, 15. 


1 Acts x. 25, 26, 
| «© myſelf 
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iy myſelf alſo am a Man.” But what Occaſion 
is there, it may be aſked, for making theſe Re- 
marks, in the preſent State of Things ? Theſe, 
ſurely, are not the Times, nor is this the Land 
of idolizing the Prieſthood; of conſecrating Altars 
to the Miniſters of the deſpiſed Galilean; of im- 
plicit Faith and blind Attachment. — And can 
you indeed believe, Sirs, that it was never ſaid 
except by the Corinthians, and Seventeen Hundred 
Years ago, 1 am of Paul, and I of Apollos, 
« and I of Cepbas, and I of Chrift.” Does the 


| Biſhop of Rome alone lay Claim to Supremacy 


and Infallibility ? Or is Prelacy peculiar to the 
Church of England ? Did there never exiſt in the 


Church but one + © Dzotrephes,” never but one, 


« who loved to have the Pre-eminence?” Do 
Preſbyterian Parity, and the levelling Hand of 
Independency always repreſs the lofty Pretenſions 
of arrogant Individuals, and prevent the People 
from Þ © having Mens Perſons in Admira- 
e tion?” — Alas, my Friends! it is not a Syſtem 


that will check the Uſurpations of Pride and 


Ambition : Ir is not a Form of Church Govern- 
ment that will ſettle the Diſpute between the 
juſt Demands of a righteous Gop and the Paſ- 


* 1Cer,i. 12. +3 John 9. I Jude 16. 
ſions 
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fions and worldly Intereſts of Men; or between 
the oppoſite and diſcordant Claims of Men upon 
one another : There have been, there are, and 
there will be, till human Nature be throughly 
purged of its Droſs, Men of all Perſuaſions ready 
to aſk, and to yield what belongs to no Man 
whatſoever. When the People are intelligent, a Re- 
quiſition of perſonal Regard, in whatever Manner 
advanced, is always ſure to defeat itſelf, and to 
meet with deſerved Contempt; and when it is 
otherwiſe, when Men will fall down to Gods of 
their own raiſing, it is wiſely and well ordered, 
that the [dolatry ſhould expoſe its own Folly and 
Abſurdity. In this Proceſs, Men act, as they 
often reaſon —in a Circle deſigning, covetous 
and ambitious Prieſts worſhip and exalt the 
People; that the People, in their Turn, may 
elevate and ſupport them; and both are equally 
repugnant to the Wiſdom that is from above, 
which has committed this Treaſure to earthen 
Veſſels, that * None may think of himſelf 
* more highly than he ought to think, but to 


* think ſoberly, according as Gop hath dealt to 
ti every Man the Meaſure of Faith,” 


* Rom; xii, 3. 
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Tux Extreme, oppoſite to ſuperſtitious Homage 
and Veneration, is likewiſc guarded againſt, by 
this wife Eſtabliſhment of the Chriſtian Church — 
though the Miniſters of it derive no Title to 
exerciſe Authority, or to demand Reſpe& as Men, 
from their ſacred Office, yet on the other 
Hand, that very Office ought to be a full Secu- 
rity againſt Inſult and Diſreſpect. The Bearer of 
even an unwelcome Meſſage ought not in Reaſon 
to be mal- treated; for the Offence, if there be 
any, comes not from him, but from his Em- 
ployer—the brittle Phial which contains a pre- 
cious Elixir mvſt not be handled rudely, left, in 
cruſhing it, the Medicine periſh. This has an 
evident Reſpect. both to Miniſters and People ; 
the former, in the Perſuaſion that they are ap- 
pointed of Providence to convey the beſt of 
Tidings to Mankind, chearfully commit the Care 
of their Perſons and of all their temporal Con- 
cerns to that Providence, and under it, to the 
Tenderneſs and Affection of thoſe who partake 
of the ſpiritual Bleſſings which they diſpenſe : 
The People again, in the Perſons of their Mini- 
ſters, have continually before their Eyes an 
Object whereon to exerciſe ſome of the worthieſt 
Principles of their Nature — Gentleneſs, Sym- 


pathy, 
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pathy, Benevolence, Kindneſs. For what Picture, 
I beſeech you, does a Miniſter of the Goſpel 
preſent to the World? — he preſents to us a Man 
loaded with all the Infirmities, and liable to all 
the Diſtreſſes incident to Humanity, with the 
additional Weight, peculiar to himſelf, of a 
momentous Charge, intruſted to him by Gov, 
in the certain Proſpe& of rendering a ſtrift Ac- 
count of it; conſtrained to ſtand daily at the 
Bar of any one who may be pleaſed to fit in 
Judgment upon him, and uncertain when he 
may be called to appear before the more tre- 
mendous Tribunal of the great Judge of all: 
A Man, who has voluntarily reſigned the great, 
and the gainful Walks of Life, and the Means 
of whoſe very Subſiſtence, in many Inſtances, 
depend on the Good-Will of others: A Man, 
whoſe:Profefſion has obſtructed to him moſt of 
the uſual Avenues leading to Fame and to For- 
tune, and whoſe Spirit ſhould abhor every ind'- 
rect Road to either: A Man, who has under- 
taken, not an eaſy and commodious Employment, 
but a Truſt full of Care, of Anxiety, of Danger. #2 
In ſuch Circumſtances, are not the Injunctions 
of Scripture, concerning the Treatment of the 
Chriſtian Miniſtry, at the ſame Time alſo, the 
D2 Con- 
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Concluſions of Reaſon, the Dictates of Conſci- 
| ence, the Obligations of Gratitude, . and the 
gentle Calls of Senſibility ? * 4 To know them 
& which labour among you, and are over you in 
<« the Lord, and admoniſh you; and to eſteem 
e them very highly in Love for their Works 
Sake.“ If there be then any Virtue, if any 
Praiſe in employing and exerting the nobleſt and 
beſt Principles, of which the human Mind is 
ſuſceptible, you have Reaſon to bleſs God, that 
he has furniſhed the Occaſion, and ſpread the 
Field for ſuch Exertion, by the Manner i in which, 
and the Character and Situation of the Perſons by 
whom the Goſpel is diſpenſed. It remains, that 
we conſider xy 


III. Tar great and weighty Reaſon which is 
urged by the Apoſtle in the Text, why the 
all-wiſe Gop has thought fit to ſend his Goſpel 
to the Children of Men, by the Hands of their 
frail and ſinful Brethren, it Is & that the Excel- 
» lency of the Power may be of Gop, and 
£ not of us. 6c The Excellency of the Power ;” 


its Superiority to every Thing human or created. 
The Effect, to be produced by Inſtruments ſq 


® 1 Thef. v. 12, 13. 
| weak, 


„ 
weak, mult be ſo great and aſtoniſhing, as to con- 
ſtrain the Beholder to transfer the Praiſe from the 
viſible to the inviſible Agent; from the feeble 
Creatureto the omnipotent Creator, who has given 
| ſuch Power unto Men. 


Tur Apoſtle, in the preceding Part of this 
Chapter, had been conſidering * © the Know- 
„ ledge of Gop” under the Idea of Light ſhining 
out of Darkneſs : This Light was diſplayed at firſt 
in meridian Brightneſs, in the Perſon of his Son, 
« in the Face of Feſus Chriſt.” — After, and under 
him, it was tranſmitted through a more obſcure 
Medium, the Miniſtry of his Apoſtles; — but 
even then, its Rays were ſo quick and penetrating 
as fully to evince its divine Original, and to 
ſatisfy every impartial Obſerver, that it was 
indeed an Emanation from the pure Source of 
eternal and uncreated Light. In Feſus, the World 
+ © beheld the Glory of the only begotten of the 
Father, full of Grace and Truth,” native, 
underived Splendour; but we have this Treaſure 
in earthen Veſſels; the Glory is one, the Foun- 
tain of it one — its Effect conſtant and uni- 
form — the End ſtill one and the ſame; the Me- 


® 2 Cor. v. 4, 6. 1 Jo. i. 14. 
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dium of Tranſmiſſion alone differs. In Chrif, 
all Fulneſs was pleaſed to dwell; to him the 
Spirit was given without Meaſure; and from 
that inexhauſtible Fulneſs, which is treaſured up 
in him, do all his miniſtring Servants, whether 
Angels or Men, receive continual Supplies of . 

Grace for Grace, according as they need, and he 
is pleaſed to communicate. 


Tux grand, combined Syſtem of Nature, of 
Providence and of Grace, is evidently haſtening 
to one great Conſummation, a general and full 
Manifeſtation of the Glory of the great Lord of 
all. Into this vaſt Ocean, the various and innu- 
merable Inſtruments, employed by his ſovereign 
Hand, are preſſing forwards to empty their ſeveral 
mile Urns: * * The Kings of the Earth,” to 
uſe the lofty Language of Revelation, do bring 
their Glory and Honour into it, and the Na- 
tions of them that are ſaved ſhall walk in tlie 
Light of it;“ that Gop may be all in all, that 
every Thing glorious and excellent in the Crea- 
ture may be finally reſolved into that, by which 
and for which the Univerſe was brought into 
Exiſtence the Glory of the Creator, Every 


Rev. xxi. 24. 


Attempt. 


6 

Attempt to ſubvert this Order, or to fruſtrate 
this End, muſt be highly diſpleaſing to that Gop - 
who is jealous of his Honour, who will neither 
reſign it, nor ſuffer it to be taken away from him; 
and who has accordingly ſo ſettled the Govern- 
ment, both of the natural and moral Worlds, as 
moſt effectually to prevent the -aſcribing to any 
other, what is due to him alone : And particu- 
larly, the Adminiftration of Gop's Kingdom of 
Grace is ſo contrived as to render an Alienation, 
or a Partition of Praiſe, impracticable and abſurd. 
* « For after that, in the Wiſdom of Gop, the 
World by Wiſdom knew not Gop, it pleaſed. 
“God, by the Fooliſhneſs of Preaching, to ſave 
them that believe.“ + © Becauſe the Fool- 
« iſhneſs of Gop is wiſer than Men, and the 
© Weakneſs of God is ſtronger than Men;“ to 
demonſtrate which, Go hath choſen the fooliſh 
Things of the World to confound the wile ; 
and Gop hath choſen the weak Things of the 
* World to confound the mighty; and baſe 
Things of the World, and Things which are 
<< deſpiſed, hath Gop choſen; yea, and Things 
« which are not, to bring to nought Things 
that are, that no Fleſh ſhould glory in his Pre- 


® x Cor. 1. 21. + 1 Cox, i. 25, &c. 


ſence, 
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« ſence, but that he who glorieth ſhould glory 
«in the Lord.“ 


Wurx we behold any wonderful and ſtriking 
Effect, it is natural for us to inveſtigate the 
Cauſe of it, and to compare them together; 
having diſcovered the apparent and proximate, 
and as we think an adequate Cauſe, we are too 
apt to ſtop ſhort, to reſt there, and to forget God. 
He is pleaſed therefore, in many Inſtances, to 
diſturb us in our Proceſſes and Concluſions of 
this Kind, and to confound and expoſe our 

ſhallow or preſumptuous Reaſonings, by ex- 
hibiting Effects, betwixt which and the apparent 
Cauſes, there is no Manner of Proportion, that 
he alone, for whom are all Things, and by 


whom are all Things,” _y be Kaare 
and adored. 


\ 


Warn we read of One King, attended with an 
Hundred Thouſand Men, 'going out to meet 
another King, who is advancing againſt him with 
an equal Number; when after a long and fierce 
Conflict, we behold Victory at length dropping 
into either Scale, we preſently endeavour to 


* Heb, ii. 10, 


<< | | * account 


(+ 33. ) | 
account for the Event, by conſidering and com- 
paring the Skill or Miſconduct of the Generals 
the Bravery or Cowardice of the Soldiers; the 
Advantages or Diſadvantages of the Ground, and 
ſuch like Circumſtances, which might have con- 
tributed towards the Victory or Defeat: But 
when we read of the Hoſt of the Midianites and 
Amalekites, * © like Graſhoppers for Multitude,” 
diſcomfitted by © the Three Hundred which 
% lapped,” and theſe, armed only with Trumpets; 
Lamps, and empty Pitchers; and a whole Camp 
overturned, as by © a Cake of Barley Bread,” it 
is impoſſible to ſtate a Compariſon betwixt the 
Cauſe and the Effect, we are conſtrained to riſe 
at once to the great firft Cauſe of all Things, 
and to cry out, T This cometh forth from the 
Lord of Hoſts, who is wonderful in Counſel, 
and excellent in working.” When I fee the 
Walls of a great and ſtrong City, though ſhaken 
by no Convulfion of the Earth, ſunk by no 
Mine, ſhattered by no battering Ram, or other 
warlike Engine, yet falling down flat to the 
Ground; I cannot ſtop to think of Seven 
« unwarlike Prieſts, with their Seven Trumpets 
** made of Rams Horns;” —but muit imme- 


. * Judges vil. 12. + Iſa. xxviii. 29. f Joſh. vi. 13. 


E diately 
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diately revere the Arm of Jznovan, and aſcribe 


the Succeſs to the Appointment and Interpoſition 
of Heaven. 


+» 


Bur the Hiſtory of the Goſpel exhibits Won- 
ders ſtill greater than theſe, and places the 
divine Perfections in a ſtill more aſtoniſhing Point 
of View. Had the Saviour of the World choſen 
his Apoſtles from amongſt the celebrated Phi- 
loſophers and Orators of Greece and Rome, or 
commiſſioned the great, the mighty and the 
affluent of the Earth, to inſtru& their fellow 
Creatures in the Way of Salvation ; the Saga- 
city, the Eloquence, and the Authority of the 
Preackers would certainly have become Objects 
of Attention; it might juſtly have been en- 
quired, how far Men may be led to embrace 
a religious Syſtem through the Submiſſion 
uſually yielded to ſuperior Rank, or the Charms 
of Oratory, or the Reſpect implicitly paid to 
apprehended Wiſdom, independent of Know- 
ledge and Conviction; whatever Effects might 
have been produced, through the Intervention of 
human Power and Genius, would, in Part at 
leaſt, have been aſcribed to their Exertion; and 
the Doctrine itſelf, conveyed through ſuch Chan- 
ncls, muſt have received at moſt a divided Praiſe. 


Wurrn 
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Wurx we look back to the Infant State of 
Chriſtianity, nothing indeed ſeems more impro- 
bable, according to the ordinary Rules of judg- 
ing, than its Continuance in the World beyond 
the ſhort and uncertain Lives of its firſt Pro- 
feſſors. Full well was the Prediction of the 
Pſalmiſt accompliſhed, in the early, obſtinate 
and rancorous Oppoſition which was made to the 
Religion of the bleſſed Jeſus, T. The Kings 
<* of the Earth ſet themſelves, and the Rulers 
« take Counſel together againſt the Lord, and 
« againſt his anointed.” The Improbability of 
Succeſs was greatly increaſed by the interna! 
Character and Spirit of the Goſpel, and the 
Condition and Character of its firſt Miniſters. 
The former contradifted and expoſed the moſt 
favourite Maxims, diſallowed and condemned 
the generally prevailing Practices of the World : 
The latter ſeemed calculated rather to hurt a 
Popular Cauſe, than to recommend one that was 
odious and diſguſting. To a Mind engroſſed by 
the Wiſdom, the Pleaſures, the Riches, the 
Honours which -the human Heart naturally 
affects and purſues; what could be more un- 


+ Pſalm ii. 2. 
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gainly and forbidding, than the Aſpe& of a 
Doctrine which pointed out, which enjoined, 
which impoſed the Croſs, which profeſſed to 
level every high Mountain of Pride, to dry up 
the very Fountain of carnal Joy, to lay the Axe 
to the Root of Ambition, and which propoſed, 
to the covetous, Treaſures in Heaven? And by 
what Inſtruments were Purpoſes of ſuch hazardous 
and difficult Enterprize to be effected? by Men 
deſtitute of Authority, of Influence, of Inge- 
nuity, of Addreſs; by Men, whom their na- 
tural Abilities, their Country and Parentage, 
their Perſons and Occupations, expoſed to Con- 
tempt rather than to Hatred. An Infidel of 
thoſe Days might have found plentiful Food 
for his Spleen and Ridicule, in the Contempla- 
tion of a Sect which was in Time to overſpread 
the whole World; at the Head of which ſtood a 
little Handful of ſimple, unlettered Fiſhermen. 
But what is the Fact? The hated Doctrine, and 
the deſpiſed Minifters of a crucified Jeſus, ſur- 
mounted all Oppoſition, triumphed over the 
hoſtile Powers of Earth, and the Malice of 
Hell, and without the Aſſiſtance of Force, or 
Guile, or Gold, nay, againſt the united Strength 
pf theſe, yigorouſly and zealouſly engaged on the 


other 


. 
other Side, conſtrained Men to embrace the 
Croſs, once the Object of their Averſion and 
Diſdain. When therefore, we behold the great 
Author and Finiſher of our Faith, employing at 
firſt, a feeble and ſcanty Band of ſimple Men, fur- 
niſhed with a few ſimple, and unoſtentatious though 
notorious Facts, for converting an ignorant, pre- 
judiced, and Sin- enſlaved World, to a Maſter, a 
Doctrine, a Converſation, which the World 
naturally deſpiſes and abhors; and by Means of 
ſuch Meſſengers, armed with ſuch Weapons, 
ſubverting Satan's Kingdom, ſupported by all 
the Learning, Paſſion, Power and temporal In- 
tereſt of Man; and when to this Day, we ſee 
the ſame Difficulties overcome, the ſame Work 
proſpering, the ſame Ends attained ; and till 
through the Inſtrumentality of Men of moderate 
Parts, of feeble Eloquence, of little Authority, 
and for. the moſt Part of very ſlender Fortune; 
Men of many perſonal, and of ſome profeſſional 
Infirmities: When we obſerve all this, do we 
not hear, at the ſame Time, a Voice from the 
molt excellent Glory, ſaying, © The Work is 
** mine, the Praiſe be mine, and I will not give 
* my Glory to another?” And can we. but 
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reply in the Words of the heavenly Hoſt, * 
< Bleſſing and Honour, and Glory and Power 
a be unto him who ſitteth upon the Throne, 
« and unto the Lamb for ever and ever.” 


From this Subject, 


I. CarisTIanN Miniſters are inſtructed in the 
Nature of that Rank and Station which they 


occupy in the Church of Chriſt, and the Obli- 


cations which ariſe out of theſe. It is ſurely of 
Importance, Men, Brethren and Fathers, that 
the Veſſel which contains Goſpel Bleſſings for the 
Benefit of others ſhould itſelf be ſeaſoned with 
Grace. It is an awful Thing for a Man to be 
the Publiſher to another, of an Act of Indemnity 
which contains in it a poſitive and expreſs Ex- 


ception againſt himſelf —to preach the Doctrine 


of Reconciliation to others, and be himſelf a 

Caſt. -away. The diſtinct Knowledge of this 
Treaſure, and the Application of it to our own 
Neceſſities, ought certainly to precede the Com- 
munication of it to our fellow Sinners, both for 
their Sakes and our own. Mankind at large 
will aſſume and exerciſe a Liberty of ſtudying or 
neglecting Chriſtianity, according to their Plea- 


v. 13. 


f ure, 


(. 39 ) 
ſure, and they muſt abide by the Conſequences, 
but the very Name of Miniſter ſuppoſes the' 
Choice to be already mzde, and that Neceſſity 
is laid upon him who bears it, to ſtudy, know, 
love and practiſe the Truth as it is in Jeſus. 


He whoſe Office it is to go between oppolite 
and contending, but reconcileable Parties, ought 
to be acquainted with the Mind, the Condition, 
and the Diſpoſitions of both. A Meſſage not 
fully underſtood never can be faithfully deli- 
vered. A Miniſter muſt deliver what he has 
received of the Lord, not what his own Inclina- 
tion, or the Taſte of his Hearers may reliſh or 

approve. A Truſt repoſed muſt, in order to 
| prove a Man faithful, be ſurrendered without 
Increaſe or Diminution. To conceal any Part 
of the Counſel of Gop is to be unjuſt to the 


People, who have a Heaven- derived Claim to the 
Whole; to pretend to add any Thing, is to be 
highly preſumptuous againſt Gop, who is the 
only competent Judge of what is enough: But 
this by no Means precludes the Exerciſe of Pru- 
dence, of Delicacy, of Boldneſs, according as 
various 'Circumſtances may require. Now that 
Calls to the Miniſtry are not miraculous, but 

| providential, 


* 
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providential, our Talents, as Men, are to be 
carefully- cultivated, and ſtrenuouſiy exerciſed. 
If we would be faithful to Gop, and uſeful to 
Men, we muſt add, to an entire Reliance upon 
Almighty Grace, the full Exertion of all thoſe 
Powers, natural and acquired; which the great 


Diſpenſer of every good and perfect Gift has 
beſtowed upon us. 


Tur Idea of the Text ſuggeſts to Miniſters their 
intrinſick Weaknefs and Worthleffneſs, but, at the 
fame Time, their Utility and Importance; as Initru- 
ments in the Hand of Gop for carrying on his 
Work: This Diſtinction, properly underſtood and 
felt, is the only Preſervative from Pride and Self- 
Conceit on the one Hand, and a liſtleſs, indolent 
Affectation of Humility on the other. The Idea 
of the Text ſuggeſts to Miniſters their Fragility — 
their Mortality. Our Fathers, where are they? 
* the Prophets, do they live for ever?” Ah no! 
yet a little while, and Þ$ © the Silver Cord ſhall 
be loofed, and the Golden Bowl broken, and 
the Pitcher broken at the Fountain, and the 
* Wheel at the Ciſtern.” A Conſideration how 
affecting! a Motive how urgent to do the Work 
of the Day while the Day lafts ! Did we con- 


5 Zech. i. 5. | 1 Ecclef, xii. 6. 
ſider 
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ſider our Sermons as the Addreſſes of dying Men, 
to dying Men, ſurely they would often, in many 
important Reſpects, differ from their preſent 
Tenour. May Gop give us a deeper Senſe of 
the Worth of precious Souls, and make us to 
feel, in all their Weight and, Importance, the 
Powers of a World to come. | 


II. Tun Hearers of the Goſpel are, by this 
Subject, inſtructed in ſundry intereſting and im- 
portant Particulars of their Duty and Situation 
in the Church of Chriſt They are taught Gra- 
titude to the Grace and Condeſcenſion of Gop, 
who, in making known to them the Caunſels 
of his Will, has been pleaſed to lay aſide the 
Thunder of his Power, has ſuppreſſed the awful 
Voice which makes Earth ſhake to her Center, 
and Hell to tremble in the Agonies of Deſpair, 
and has ſunk the Sovereign and the Judge, in 
the Father; and the Friend. And thould the 
Meſſage be leſs welcome, which encourages Hope, 
which invites to Peace, which ſooths the Soul to 
Reſt—not confounds ' the Underſtanding, not 
drinks up the Spirit; which extinguiſhes the 
Hell within the Breaſt, and brings the Means 
of Eſcape from the Hell - beyond the Grave ? 


F Becauſe 
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Becauſe Gop is gentle and condeſcending, ſhould 
Men be rfifling and negligent? Of all Puniſh- 
ments, that of deſpiſed Mercy, of ſlighted Grace, 
is ſurely the juſteſt, and will be the moſt ſevere. 


Ir you feel this, Chriſtians, you are already 
informed how to conduct yourſelves towards 
your Miniſters ; you are already guarded againſt 
putting them in the place of Gov: on the one 
Hand, or ſetting hem with the Dogs of your 
* F lock” | on the other. Tou have already 
learned to revere their Office, to liſten to their 
Meflage, to love their Perſons, for their Work's 
Sake; to conſider” their öutward Circumſtances, 
to imitate their Virtues, © to commiſerate their 
Infirmities, to be merciful to their Faults. In 
behalf of their Vices, T have Nothing to urge; 
would to Gop they had none to need Indul- 
gence — but in behalf of their many Failings and: 
Infirmities, I would venture to plead, were this 
the proper Time and Place. Miniſters are 
indeed, in al Reſpects, their Miniſtry alone ex- 
ceptéqd, "To very like yourſelves, that you have 
only your own Hearts and Conſciences to conſult, 


in order to make a proper Eſtimate of them, to 


determine 


6.48.1 


determine your Opinion of their Condu&, -and 
to regulate your Bekaviour towards them. 


To conclude, both Miniſters and People are 
hereby taught to acknowledge Gop chiefly, Gov 
only, in all Things; to refer all the Good they 
do, or receive, to the great Parent of Good; to 
ceaſe from Man, from each other, from them- 
ſelves; to rejoice in the Eſtabliſhment of the 
divine Glory, upon the Ruins of human Pride, 
This View, my Friends, abſorbs the Spirit of 
Party, annihilates Contention, brings Heaven 
down to Earth, and places Men among Angels. 
By entering ſeriouſly and heartily into it, we fhall 
feel Pride languiſh and die, Zeal burn with a 
more pure and placid Flame, Love to Gop and 
Men wax ſtronger and ſtronger, the World and 
its lying Vanities diſappear — the New Jeruſalem 
in all its Glory unveil itſelf, Let thy Will be 
done, O heavenly Father, by Men on Earth, as 
by the Angels in Heaven, “ fujfil in us the 
«<< whole good Pleaſure of thy Goodnels, and the 
&« Work of Faith with Power, that the Name of 
« our Lord Jeſus Chriſt may be glorified in us, 
* and we in him.” Amen. Amen. 
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The Rev. Mz. NIC OLSON. 


DEAR SIR, a 
As by Gov's gracious Permiſſion, and I hope 

agreeably to his Appointment, you are 
now ordained and ſet apart to the holy Mi- 
niſtry, you'll give me Leave, in purſuance of 
that Part of the Duty which has been aſſigned 
to me on this Occaſion, to addreſs you in the 
Words of the Apoſtle to Timothy, * © I give 
* thee Charge in the Sight of Gop, who quick- 
* eneth all Things, and of the Lord Jeſus 
“ Chriſt, who before Pontius Pilate witneſſed a 
yo good Confeſſion, that thou keep this Com- 
+ mandment without Spot, unblameable, and 


* 1 Epiſt. ch. vi. ver, 13, 14. 


« unrebuke- 


| 1 
„ ynrebukeable, till the appearing of Jeſus 
cc Chriſt.” 


Taraess Words, Sir, contain, methinks, 
every Thing which it is neceſſary for you to 
know, and practiſe, in order to conſtitute you a 
faithful Miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt ; for in the Firſt 
Place you have here the Sum of your Duty ex- 
preſſed in theſe Terms, © this Commandment ;” 
Secondly, the Manner in which you are to per- 
form it, and that is, you are to “ to keep it;“ 
Thirdly, che Degree of Care with which you are 
to keep it, and that 1s delivered in theſe Words, 
* without Spot, unblameable, and unrebuke- 
« able;” Fourthly, the Period to which you are 
thus to keep it, viz. © till the appearing of Feſus 
« Chrift;” Fifthly, the Reaſons why you are thus 
to keep it, and theſe are exhibited in thoſe 
Words, © I give thee Charge in the Sight of 
God, who quickeneth all Things, and of Jeſus 
© Chriſt, who before Pontius Pilate witneſſed a 
good Confeſſion: A few Thoughts, there- 
fore, upon each of theſe ſhall, Gov willing, 
make up what I have to offer to you upon this 
Occaſion. | a 


Wir 


3 47 ) 


Wirtz reſpect to the Firſt of theſe, the Sum of 
your Duty contained in theſe Words, « this Com- 
* mandment;” I preſume it is needleſs to obſerve 
to you that this Expreſſion denotes here, as in 
many other Paſſages of Scripture, the Whole of 
the Religion of the bleſſed Jeſus, which may be 
reduced, forthe Sake of Order and Want of Time, 
to two general Heads; Firſt, the Commandment 
of Faith, Secondly, the Commandment of Prac- 
tice. As to the former of cheſe, there are too 
many, who either from Ignorance, or a bad Heart, 
depreciate Faith as a mere mechanical Thing, 
aſſerting that the Mind is wholly paſſive in the Ad- 
miſſion of it, becauſe we are forced to believe or 
diſbelieve according to Evidence ſet before us; 
therefore, as it is not a Matter of Choice, it 

cannot be a Matter of Virtue. All this may be 
very true with reſpect to a mere abſtract and 
ſpeculative Faith, but the Chriſtian Faith is of a 
different Nature, for it includes and requires the 
Conſent of the Will as well as the Aſſent of 
the Underſtanding to the Truths of the Goſpel ; 
but now, all muſt allow that the Conſent of the 
Waũll is a proper Object of a Command: There- 
: fore ti Apoſtle John, in his Firſt Epiſtle, ch. iii. 
ver 29 calls Faith by the expreſs Name of a 


Com- 


( 
Commandment: This,“ ſays he, is his (Gop's) 
« Commandment, that ye believe in the Name 
„ of his Son Jeſus Chriſt,” that is, that you 
not only abſtractly believe in him as the Sa- 


viour of the World, but alſo acquieſce in, 
rely upon, and appropriate him to yourſelves as 
your Saviour. The ſame Command the Apoſ- 
tles of our Lord gave to the penitent Jailer, * 
when he aſked what he ſhould do to be ſaved ; 
Believe,“ ſay they, © in the Name of the Lord 
« Feſus Chriſt, and thou ſhalt be ſaved.” And 
to the ſame Purpoſe our bleſſed Lord himſelf 
commands his Diſciples and Followers to believe 
in him, + © Let not your Hearts be troubled, 
ye believe in Gop, believe alfo in me.” 


And indeed it is no Wonder that ſo much 
Streſs is laid in Scripture upon Faith, for taken 
in its full Latitude, it is the Foundation of all 
Religion, natural and revealed; for how is it 
poſſible we can worſhip Gop, unleſs we believe 
there is a Gop ? how is it poſſible we can accept of 
a gracious Saviour unleſs we believe there is ſuch 
a Saviour? how is it poſſible we can invoke the 
Influences of Gob's bleſſed Spirit, to enlighten 


Ads xvi. 31. 1 John xiv. 1. 


K 


bur Minds, tenew our Wills, purify our Affec- 


tions, refine our Imaginations, and reform our 
Lives, with many other kind Offices to us which 
I cannot now enumerate, unleſs we believe 
there is ſuch a bleſſed Spirit; and how is it poſ- 
ſible we can pay any Obedience to Gop's Laws, 
unleſs. we believe the perfect Rectitude and eternal 
Obligation of them? in a Word, how can we 
prepare for Heaven and immortal Glory, unleſs 
we believe there is ſuch a State? The ſame may 
be ſaid of all the Counſels, Exhortations, Invi- 
tations, Threatenings and Promiſes of the Goſpel; 
Faith it is which gives them all their Force and 
Efficacy; for if we do not believe them, they 
will make no Impreſſion upon us: Therefore the 
Apoſtle + ſays, Without Faith it is impoſſible 
to pleaſe Gop; for he that cometh unto Gop 
« muſt believe that he is, and that he is the 
„ Rewarder of them that diligently ſeek him.“ 
The ſame rational Doctrine is taught by the 
"Apoſtles Paul and James; by the former in that 
ſenſible Queſtion, + © How ſhall they call on 
<* him, in whom they have not believed?“ and 
by the latter, $ © If any of you lack Wiſdom, 
< let him aſk of Gop, who giveth unto all Men 


+ Heb. xi. 6. {y Rom, *. 14. 5 James i. 5, 6, 7, 8. 
G „ liberally, 


* 


e 

« liberally, and upbraideth not; but let him aſk 
« in Faith, nothing wavering; for he that 
8 wavereth is like a Wave of the Sea, toſſed 
« to and fro of the Wind; but let not that 
Man think he ſhall receive any Thing of the 
Lord: A double-minded Man is unſtable in 
* all his Ways.“ This Faith therefore, Sir, 
you are, by Divine Aſſiſtance, to cheriſh and 
promote in your own Soul, and in the Souls of 
your Hearers. 


Sxcoxpl v, This Expreſſion denotes a Com- 
mandment of Practice, and that not only with 


Relation to the peculiar Duties of your Office as 
a Chriſtian Miniſter, but alſo thoſe of a Chriſtian 
| M an: And theſe indeed are inſeparably con- 


nected with, and flow from the former Com- 
mandment; for wherever true Faith 1s, there 
will be a good Heart and Life: Upon this Con- 
nection the Apoſtles of our Lord inform us the, 
glorious Plan and Conſtitution of his Religion is 
formed; © The Grace of Gov, which bringeth 
Salvation, hath appeared unto all Men, teach- | 
<« ing Us, that, denying ungodlineſs and worldly 
„ Luſts, we ſhould live ſoberly, righteouſly, and 


© * 4 4 : 
Titus ii. 11, 12, 13, 14. 


* 
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cc godly 


( 

e godly in this preſent evil World; looking for 
<« the bleſſed Hope, and the glorious Appear- 
oy ance of the great Gop and our Saviour, who 
gave himſelf for us, that he might redeem us 
« from all Iniquity, and purify unto himſelf a 
«« peculiar People, zealous of good Works:“ 
And I mention this the rather, becauſe I am 
apprehenſive, that too many (I hope from an 
involuntary Miſtake) do, under a Pretence of 
exalting Chriſt and Faith in his Merits, greatly 
diſparage, if not totally cancel the Neceſſity of 
Holineſs. This is perhaps the moſt pernicious 
Hereſy that was ever introduced into theChriſtian 
Church; for this at once and moſt directly de- 
ſtroys and defeats the Deſign of the Goſpel, 
which is, by the fitteſt Means, to reſtore us to 
to the primitive Purity and Rectitude of our 
Nature, and thus render us capable of eternal 
Felicity: For, ſays the Apoſtle, * „We are 
« choſen to Salvation, through Sanctification of 
<* the Spirit, and Belief of the Truth.“ 


PerMIT me, therefore, dear Brother, to ex- 
hort you to love Gop above all Things, - to 
eſteem, honour, and adore him above all Things, 


2 Thefl. ii. 13. 
G 2 7 


1 
to obey, ſubmit to, and rejoice in him above all 
Things. This,” ſays our bleſſed Lord, is the 
Firſt and great Commandment, and the Second 1s 
like unto. it, © Thou ſhalt love thy Neighbour 
eas thyſelf.” You muſt not therefore, under 
the Pretence of the Duties of Piety, neglect or 
violate thoſe of a ſocial and moral Kind ; you muſt 
not lie for Gop's Sake, as too many in a certain 
Church do — muſt not fine, impriſon, oppreſs 
and kill, as our Saviour expreſſes it, under the 
Pretext of ſupporting his Cauſe and doing him 
Service, No, you muſt be kind, humane, cha- 
ritable to all. The Apoſtle John repreſents the 
Union between the Love of Gop and that of our 
Fellow-C reatures as ſo indiſſoluble, that he tells 
us, in Severity of Language, very uncommon 
to him, That if a Man ſay, he loves Gop, 
* and hates his Brother, he is a Liar; for he tha 
“ loveth not his Brother whom he hath ſeen, 
* how can he love Gon whom he hath not ſeen ?* 
Purity of Morals is ſo eſſential to the Religion of 
Cbriſt, that they who diſparage them, either by 
Word or Deed, are juſtly thought to be none of 
his Diſciples. I remember a well authenticated 
Fact of an eminent Phyſician at Oxford, about 
tae Time of the Reformation, when the Bible 


was 
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was very little uſed by the Generality, going one 
Day into his Cloſer, he took up a New Teſta- 
ment, and read to himſelf what is called ouf 
Lord's Sermon upon the Mount: After he had 
done, he threw down the Book upon the Table, 
and ſaid, © either this is not the Goſpel of Chrif, 
* or we are not Chriſtians.” Give me leave, 
therefore, Sir, to exhort you in the Words of 
the Apoſtle, f. Whatſoever Things are true, 
* whatſoever Things are juſt, whatſoever Things 


* are honeſt, whatſoever Things are lovely, 2 


« whatſoever Things are of good Report, if 
there be any Virtue, any Praiſe, think upon 
© theſe Things.” The Grace of the Goſpel is 
ſo far from ſuperſeding the Obligations of Holi- 
neſs, that it binds them upon us by a double 
Tye. The Apoſtles of our bleſſed Maſter always 
ſpeak againſt thoſe with a peculiar Pathos, who 
ſeparate the one from the other. + © What ſhall 
we ſay then, ſhall we continue in Sin that 
Grace may abound? God forbid ; for how 
* ſhall we who are dead to Sin live any longer 
therein? Know ye not that ſo many of us as 
** were baptized into Chriſs were baptized into 
his Death? that like as Chriſt was raiſed from 


7 Philipp. iv. 8, t Rom. vi. 1, 2, 3, 4. 
* the 
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e the Dead, by the Glory of the Father, even ſo 
ve alſo ſhould walk in Newneſs of Life.” I 
own that I always ſuſpect ſome of thoſe of Hy- 
pocriſy, or at leaſt of very great Ignorance, who 
are ever and anon talking of Grace in the warmeſt 
Accents, but of Holineſs ſeldom, and in cold 
ones indeed. This is. not preaching Chriſt, but 
preaching againſt him. Allow me, therefore, to 
give the ſame Charge to you that Paul gave to 
Titus, + This is a faithful Saying, and theſe 
Things I will that thou affirm conſtantly, that 
te they who have believed in Gop be careful to 
q maintain good Works ; theſe Things are good 
* and profitable unto Men.” 


I yxoceeD, now to the SecondThing in the Me- 
thod, and that is the Manner in which you are to 
perform this Duty, expreſſed in theſe Terms, 
Keep it,” which denotes, in the Firſt Place, that 
you are to retain, guard and defend it: It is too 
precious a Treaſure to be ever given up upon 
any Conſideration whatſoever. Part therefore 
with no Doctrine, no Precept, no Promiſe of it. 
No, you mult carry it through Life with you, 
through Death, and through Eternity with you. 


T Titus ii. 8. 


And 
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And indeed, it is the only Thing which can 
follow you thither; for Friends, Fortune, Places, 
Honours muſt all be left on this Side the Grave. 
Say therefore with holy Job, * My Righteoul- 
4 neſs I hold faſt, I will never let it go; my Heart 
„ ſhall not reproach me ſo long as I live;” that 
when you come to draw your laſt Breath, you 
may have Ground to ſay with the Apoſtle, + - 1 
* am now ready to be offered, the Time of my 
„ Departure is at Hand; I have fought the good 
“ Fight, I have finiſhed my Courſe, I have kept 
the Faith; henceforth there is laid up for me 
„a Crown of Righteouſneſs, which Gop the 
„ righteous Judge will give unto me at that 
% Day.” | 


THEREFORRK, in the Second Place, keep and 
guard it in Oppoſition to the Corruptions of your 
own Heart, for none are free from theſe — in 
Oppoſition to the Temptations of the World, 
for none are exempt from theſe — in Oppoſition 
to the evil Examples of it, forall are ſurrounded 
with theſe. The beſt Preſervative againſt all of 
theſe is to be conſtantly upon your Watch, to 
be mortifying Sin daily, improving 1n Faith and 


* Job xxvii. 6. + 2 Tim. iv. 6, 7, 8. 
Holineſs, 
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Holineſs, and living in the continued Exerciſe of 
Prayer, that Gop would be pleaſed to keep you 

by his Power, and direct your Paths. Take 
therefore the Advice of the Apoſtle, * But ye 
beloved, ſeeing ye know theſe Things before, 
% beware, left being led aſtray by the Error of 
„ the Wicked, ye ſhould fall from your own 
c Stedfaſtneſs; but grow in Grace, and in the 


#* Knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus 


4c Chriſt.” 


BuT Thirdly, This Expreſſion plainly implics, 
that you are to ſupport and defend. it againſt the 
Attacks that are made upon it by others. It is 
not impoſſible but that you may meet with ſome 
whowill endeavour to ſmile you out of your Reli- 
gion, others who may attempt to fn you out of 
it, and perhaps ſome who may employ their Power 
to threaten you out of it; for all theſe Engines 
have been made uſe of to deſtroy Chriſi*s Intereſt 
in this World, and ſometimes proved too ſuc- 
ceſsful; but you muſt anſwer all ſuch in the 
Words, and with the Spirit of Elihy, + © Iwill 
% ſhow you, that I have yet to ſpeak on Gop's 
„ Behalf; I will fetch my Knowledge from afar, 
and I will aſcribe Righteouſneſs to my Maker ;” 


Pet. iii. 17, 18. + Job xxxvi. 2, 3. 


and 
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and through divine Aid, nothing ſhall ever move 
you from the Hope of the Goſpel; and if in the 
wiſe and good Providence of Gop you are brought 
to Sufferings on that Account, pray that he 
would enable you to ſay with Paul in the like 
Circumſtances, According to my earneſt 
« Expectation and Hope, that in nothing I ſhall 
„be aſhamed; but that with all Boldneſs, as 
always, ſo now alſo Chriſt ſhall be magnified in 
* my Body, whether it be by Life, or whether it 
* be. by Death:” And again; when he was. 
taking his Leave of the Elders of | Epheſus, + 
And now, Brethren, I go bound in the Spirit 
e to Jeruſalem, not knowing what ſhall befal me 
there, ſave that the Holy Ghoſt witneſſeth that, 
„ jn every City, Bonds and Impriſonments abide 
% me: But none of theſe Things move me, 
neither count I my Life dear unto myſelf, if 
„ ſo be I may finiſh my Courſe with Joy, and the 
<« Miniſtry which I have received of the Lord, 
« to. teſtify the Goſpel of the Grace of Gop.” 
Seneca tells us that there is not upon Earth a 
more agreeable Spectacle to the Deity, than a 
good Man ſtruggling with Calamities, and Per- 
ſecutions, and yet till retaining his Integrity, 


" © TRIPP. 1. 200* + Adds xx, 22, 23, 24. 
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and Chriſt himſelf tells us the ſame Thing in ſtilt 
better Words, by the Mouth of the Apoſtle 
John, Be thou faithful unto the Death, and I 
«© ill give de a FOrown . Life.“ This leads 


to es . 


2 „ * & I 


| 2 Thing in the Method, and that is the 


Degree of Care and Exattneſs with which you 
are to keep it, viz. „without Spot, unblame- 
9 able, and unrebukeable:ꝰ Probably while 1 
am pronouncing theſe Words, you are ſaying in 
your own Mind, © Alas ! the Charge is too high, 

« cannot attain to it:” That may be very true; 
but ſtill it is your Duty and mine to aſpire. after 
it, though, we may never be fo happy in this 
World as to reach the ſame. Gop does not loſe 
his Right to command, becauſe we have loſt our 
Power to obey, for that is our Fault inſtead of 
being our Excuſe: But it is our Comfort (ſuch 
is his Grace) that he accepts us, if ſincere, 
through the glorious Mediator, according to that 
% a Man hath, and not according to that he hath 
not.” Follow therefore the Example: of that 
eminent Apoſtle — who tells us, that though hg 
had not already ' attained, . nor was as yet per- 
fect, yet he followed after, if that he might 
— x _ apprehend 


— » 11 
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apprehend” that for which alſo he was appre- 
hended of Chriſt. Feſus: Like him, forget the: 
Things that are behind, and, reaching to thoſe. 
which are before, preſs towards the Mark for the 
Prize of the high Calling. Labour therefore, 
Sir, to be harmleſs, and blameleſs as a Son of 
Goo without Rebuke, in the Midſt of a crooked 
and perverſe Generation, among whom you may 
ſhine as a Light in the World, holding forth the 
Word of Truth, both by Precept and Example, 
that you may never run-in vain, In Worſhip be 
ſolemn, in Prayer devout and humble, in Praiſes 
ſincere and fervent, in Preaching plain, inſtructive 
and practical, in the Scriptures mighty, in human 
Literature ſtudious, as much as your Time will 
allow. Thoſe who are-Enemies to this, and decry 
it in the Miniſtry as not of Importance, are fo 
far Enemies (I hope through Inadvertency) to 
Gov himſelf; for he is the Original of all true 
Knowledge, natural, civil and religious; he is 
the Father of Lights, from whom cometh down 
every good and perfect Gift, with whom there 
is no V ariableneſs nor Shadow of turning: How- 
ever inſignificant it may be without Grace and a 
good Heart, yet with theſe it has been, and may 
be of great Service to the Intereſts of true Re- 
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gion and-Virtue. Therefore the Author of my 
Text, who was a very! learned Man himſelf, ex- 


horts Timothy to give Attendance to Reading — 
to meditate upon theſe Things to give himſelf 


Frholly to them, for in Jo doing, that is, in thus 
qualifying himſelf for his weighty Charge, he 
| would take the beſt human Means both to ſave 


himſelf and them that heard him. 


FinALLY, Upon this Point, let Piety, Sobriety, 
Humility and Regularity breathe through the 
Whole of your outward Deportment. I need 
not-tell you that Example, though a ſilent, is a 
powerful Inſtructor. There is ſomething ſo 
amiable and engaging in a good Life, that even 
the Profligate, though he may affect to ridicule it 
with his Mouth, cannot help approving and 
eſteeming i it in his Heart : He may chooſe the 
Libertine for his Companion, but prefers the 
honeſt Man to be his Truſtee, | Perhaps ſome 
Miniſters have preached more ſucceſsfully by 
their Example than they ever did by their Ser- 
mons. Eloquence, which 1 do not mean to diſ- 
parage, for it is the Boon of Heaven, 3 
evaporates into Air, but a good Example is 


Randing Monitor.” "Rs and Sentences 0 
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forgot, but Facts remain. Let your Light there-- 
fore, Sir, ſo ſhine before Men, that they, ſeeing 
your good Works, may glorify your Father who 
is in Heaven, I do not mean that a Miniſter of 
the Goſpel is to be ſcrupulous, except in thoſe 
Things which are beyond the Bounds of Inno- 
cence, or to be four, ſullen, referved, peeviſh, 
moroſe and preciſe, for this is a Diſgrace to his 
Character, and prejudices Men againſt real Re- 
ligion, of which this is only a counterfeit Sem - 
blance; no, he is to enjoy, with Thankfulneſs, 
all the Comforts and lawful Pleaſures which an 
indulgent Providence is pleaſed to put in his 
Power, only let him take care not to tranſgreſs 
the Line. Perhaps we may have obſerved, 
that ſome who have been ſhamefully lax in 
Matters of the laſt Moment, or as our bleſſed 
Saviour moſt elegantly and ſententiouſly expreſſes 
it, „ ſtrain at a Gnat and ſwallow a Camel;” 
Men who would not break a Canon of their 
Church, though perhaps abſurd in itſelf, but 
greedily indulge Spleen, Rancour and Malice 
againſt their Fellow Creatures, who differ from 
them, and yet may be much better than themſelves: 
However that be, let no corrupt Communication 
proceed out of your Mouth, but that which is 


({ 624 )) 
gond to the Uſe of edifyings that it may miniſter 
Grace unto the Hearers; and grieve not the Holy 
Spirit of Gop, whereby, I hope, you are ſcaled 
to the Day of Redemption. Be an Enſample to 

the Flock, that, when the chief Shepherd ſhall; 
appear, you may receive a Crown of Glory that 
fadeth not away. This leads me to the 
an of teln 1 IIR £10? 
 FourTH Thing, in the Method, the. Period or 
Length of Time you are thus to keep this Com- 
mandment, and that is here ſaid to be, until the 
6 appearing o of Feſus Chriſt perhaps not till Je 
Chriſt appear in this World at the laſt and general 
Judgment; for that, for any Thing we know, 
may ſtill be at a very great Diſtance; but one 
Thing is certain, and that is, you mult keep it 
till you appear before Jeſus Chriſt; and that, 
comparatively ſpeaking, though you are but 
young, may be very ſoon. I think I know you 
better than even to ſuſpe& you will take this Ob- 
ſexyation amiſs; for what is our Life, it is even 
as a Vapoyr which appeareth for a little Seaſon, 
and. then vaniſheth away. We are ſtrong To-day 
and weak Tg-morrow, healthy To-day but fick 
T 0-morrow, at Eaſe To-day but in Pain To- mor- 
row, aliye To- -day but dead To-morroy ; So true 


1s 


6 

is it what the holy Pſalmiſt ſays; Lo, thou 
e haſt made my Days as a Hand-breadth, mine 
« Ape is as nothing before thee; ſurely every 
% Man at his beſt Eftate is altogether Vanity.” 
But if you ſhould hold out to the utmoſt general 
Period of human Life, which by the Favour of 
Providence you ſeem, according to what is called 
the common Courſe of Things, to bid fair for, 
yet you know it is but a very ſhort Space of 
Time : * Threeſcore and Ten Years do fill up 
« our Days, or if by Reaſon of Strength in ſome 
« they be Fourſcore, yet doth the Strength of 
e ſuch old Men prove but Labour and Sorrow; 
fbr it is ſoon cut off, and we fly away.?“ 


IsAx not theſe Things to damp and diſcourage 
you, but to excite: and animate you to the greater 
Diligence and Faithfulneſs. That may juſtly be 
eſteemed a long Life in which much Good is 
done, however few its Years, and that reckoned 
a ſhort one in which no Good, or ſomething worſe 
is done, however many its Days. Your Caſe, 
as perhaps it has been the Caſe of many worthy 
Miniſters, - may be that of the Apoſtle Paul, 
* You may in ſome Parts of your Life be in 
« a Strait betwixt two, having a Deſire to de- 

part, 
* Plalm xc. 10. 
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«. part; and to be with Chrif, which is far better: 
«© nevertheleſs to abide in the Body may be 
more profitable for your Flock,” Submit 
therefore to Gop's Will in this Matter, and take 
the Advice of our bleſſed Lord, Work while 
e it,.is Day with you; for the Night cometh 
„ wherein no Man can work.“ And if it ſhall 
pleaſe Gon, that your publick Labours ſhould, 
through Infirmities, come to an End before your 
Life, yet ſtill, through divine Grace, be working 
out your own Salvation, and doing all the private 
Good you can: For we mult not only live Be- 
lievers in Ghrif, but die Believers in him; muſt 
not only live Lovers of Go, but die Lovers of 
him ; muſt not only live juſt and honeſt Men, 
but die juſt and. honeſt Men; muſt not only live 
in Charity with all Men, but die in Charity with 
all Men. Let your Path therefore, Sir, be that 
of the Juſt, which ſhineth more and more until 
the perfe& Day. Pray that he who, I hope, hath 
begun the good Work in you, would be pleaſed 
to perform it till the Day of Jeſus Chriſt. 


I now proceed to the laſt Thing propoſed, and 
that is, the Reaſons why you are to keep this Com- 
mandment, and theſe are Three; Firſt, becauſe 

8 the 
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the Charge is given you, and muſt be executed 
in the Sight of Gop; of Gop, who knows every 
Thing we ſay, every Thing we do; who is with 
you wherever you are, with you wherever you 
go, with you when at home, with you when 
abroad, with you whien alone, with you when in 
Company, with you when ſleeping, with you 
when waking, with you when living, with you 
when dying. As it is written,“ “ Whither ſhall 
* we go from his Spirit? or flee from his Pre- 
« ſence? if we could aſcend to Heaven, he is 
© there; if we ſhould make our Bed in Hell, 
“ behold he is there; if we take the Wings of 
% the Morning and fly to the uttermoſt Parts 
of the Earth, there would his Hand lead us, 
* and his Right-Hand would hold us; if we ſay, 
„ ſurely the Darkneſs ſhall cover us, even the 
Night ſhall be light about us: For the Dark- 
% neſs hideth not from him, but the Night 
* ſhineth as the Day, the Darkneſs and the Light 
are both alike to him.” Neither is there any 
Creature that is not manifeſt in his Sight, but all 
Things are naked and open to the Eyes of him 
with whom we have to do. Is not this therefore, 
think you, a powerful Reaſon: for keeping this 


* Pſalm cxxxix. 7, &c. 


1 | Come 
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Commandment, and for acting a Part worthy 
of ſo ſolemn and auguſt a Witneſs ? Wherefore, 
whatever you are doing, let this Thought always 
dwell upon your Mind; Thou, God, ſeeſt me.“ 


<A RD + 4% 


Bur again, another Reaſon for yout doing 
ſo, is, „that Gop quickeneth all Things,” 
Angels, Men, the Beaſts of the Field, the Fiſhes 
of the Sea, the Fowls of the Air, every Animal | 
derive” their Being and Life from him. The 
Eyes by which we ſee, the Ears by which we 
hear, the Tongues by which we ſpeak, the Feet 
by which we walk, the Hands by which we 
handle, the Noſtrils by which we ſmell, were all 
formed by, and received their Powers from him: 
Our Underſtandings by which we diſcover Truth 
and Duty, our Wills by which we chooſe them, 
our Affections by which we love them, and the 
Memories by which we retain them, come all from 
him. By his Power, and for his Pleaſure we are 
and were created. Further, Gop not only 
quickens all Things originally, but likewiſe 
ſupports and maintains them through the whole 
Progreſs of their Exiſtence. The Food we eat, 
the Raiment we put on, the Showers by which 
the Earth is watered, the Sun by which it is 


cheriſhed, 
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cheriſhed, the Habitations we dwell in, the Air 
we breathe, the Fire by which we are warmed, 
and the Health we enjoy, are all his Gift. TO 
Lord, thou preſerveſt Man and Beaſt.” Is it 
not therefore moſt juſt and reaſonable, that as 
we receive all our Faculties both of Soul and 
Body from Gop, that they ſhould be employed 
in his Service, and to his Glory? Remember 


Paul's. Words, Go whoſe I am, and whom ! 
am bound to ſerve.” 


SECONDLY, upon this Point, Gop is not only 
the Author of your natural but alſo of your. ſp1- 
ritual Life. For he it is who by his Word and 
bleſſed Spirit enlightens our Minds, ſubdues our 
ſtubborn Wills, purifies our corrupt Affections, 
refines our polluted Imaginations, and reforms 
our ſinful Lives, 1 You,” ſays the Apoſtle, 
«. hath he quickened who were dead in Treſ- 
* paſſes and Sins, wherein in Time paſt ye 
„ walked according to the Courſe of this World, 
according to the Prince of the Power of the 
Air, the Spirit that now worketh in the Child- 
* ren of Diſobedience; among whom allo we 


* all had our Converſation in Times paſt, in ' 


+ Pſalm xxxvi. 6. { Epheſ. ii. 1, 2, &c. 
«the 
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e the Luſts of the Fleſh, fulfilling the Deſires 
* of the Fleſh and of the Mind; and were by 
“Nature the Children of Wrath, even as others: 
But Gop, who is rich in Mercy, for the great 
« Love wherewith he loved us, even when we were 
« dead in Treſpaſſes and Sins, hath quickened 
* us together with Chriſt, by Grace are ye ſaved, 
and hath raiſed us up together, and made us 
« fit together i in heavenly Places in Chriſt Jeſus.” 
Nor is this all, for he not only gives this ſpiri- 
tual Life at firſt, but revives it when it grows 
languid through the Prevalence of Corruption, 
the Influence of Temptation, too cloſe an At- 
. tention. to ſecular Concerns, and the Contagion 
of evil Examples. So the holy Pſalmiſt prays, 
+ 4 Caſt me not away from thy Preſence ; take 
„not thy Holy Spirit from me; reſtore unto me. 
« the Joys of thy Salvation, and uphold me 
. £ with thy free Spirit:“ And to the ſame Pur- 
pole betakes himſelf to the Almighty i in the like 
Circumſtances, ſaying 4 * My Soul cleaveth to 
the Duſt; quicken thou me according to thy 
« Word.” As, therefore, we receive this ſpirĩ- 
tual Life from Gop, it is certainly both our Duty 
and Intereſt to lay it out to his Honour and the 


+ Plalm Ii. 11, 12. t Pſalm cxix. 25. 
Good 
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Good of immortal Souls, eſpecially if we have 


any peculiar Falents that way. Permit me then 
to put you in Mind of the Words of St. Paul, 
with Reſpect to this Point; By the Grace of 
God,“ ſays he, 1 am what I am; and his 
Grace which was beſtowed on me was not in 
* vain; but I laboured more abundantly than 
* they all, yet not I, but the Grace of Gop 
* which was with me.” 


Oncx more upon this Argument, Gop is the | 


Author of our eternal Life; * for the Gift of Gon 
is eternal Lite, through Feſus Chriſt our Lord.” 


In purſuance of this gracious Deſign he has 


been pleaſed; to promiſe that he will quicken 
our Bodies again at the laſt Day, re-unite 
them to our Souls, and make both completely 


happy for ever; for then we ſhall be eternally 


delivered from the very Seeds and Principles 
of every Corruption, of every Pain, every Croſs, 
every Loſs, every Kind of Death: Not only fo, 


but every Faculty of the Mind, and every Grace 
and Virtue of the Heart, ſhall then be perfected 


as much as human Nature will admit; nor is 


this all neither, for they ſhall then be advanced 
to the beſt of all Company, Gop the Father, 
3 Son, 
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Son, and HolyGhoft, and an innumerable Company 
of Angels, to the beſt of all Employments, and 

the beſt of all Enjoyments, admiring, which is 
the moſt agreeable of all Paſſions in the Breaſt 
of Men, the Perfections of Gop diſplayed in 
his Works, his Providence and his Grace : They 
mall ſing the Song of Moſes, the Man of Gop, 
and the Song of the Lamb, ſaying, © Great and 
* marvellous are thy Works, Lord Gop Al- 
« mighty, juſt and true are thy Ways, O thou 
King of Saints; who would not fear thee, and 
&« olorify thy Name, for thou only art holy !” To 
| theſe, perhaps, we ſhould add ſome extraordinary 
Acts of Bleſſing, which Gop may be pleaſed to 
beſtow by his own immediate Hand ; for who 
can tel] what a Gop of boundleſs Power and 
Goodneſs can, and may be diſpoſed to do for all 
that love him. Keep in Memory, therefore, that 
Declaration of the Apoſtle, + © If the Spirit 
of him that raiſed up Chriſt from the Dead 
« dwell in you, he that raiſed up Chriſt from 
* the Dead ſhall alſo quicken your mortal Body, 
« by his Spirit that dwelleth in you ;” and that 
alſo of our bleſſed Lord, from whom he bor- 
rowed it, t « The Hour cometh, in che which all 


+ Rom. viii. 11, John v. 28, 29. 
« that 


l 
« that are in their Graves ſhall hear his Voice, 
and ſhall come forth; they that have done 
« Good to the Reſurrection of Life, but they 
that have done Evil to the Reſurrection of 
* Condemnation.” Should not this be a cogent 
Reaſon with you to keep this Commandment ? 
Give me leave, therefore, to recommend to you 
the Exhortation of the Apoſtle Jude, © But 
you beloved, building yourſelf up in your moſt 
« holy Faith, and praying in the Holy Ghoſt, 
keep yourſelf in the Love of Gop, looking 
for the Mercy of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, unto 
eternal Life.” In this Way, and this Way 


alone, you will give up your Accounts with Joy, 
and not with Grief, This carries me to the 


Tump and laſt Reaſon for keeping this Com- 
mandment, and that is, becauſe the Charge to 
do ſo, is given you in the Sight of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, who before Pontius Pilate witneſſed 
a good Confeſſion; that is, acknowledged him- 
ſelf to be the Meſſiah or the Saviour of the 
World ; that bleſſed Perſon therefore, who, in. 
order to atone for our Sins, vouchſafed to leave 
the Glories of the heavenly State, to be inſulted, 


+ Jude 20, 21. 
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( 72 ) 
buffetted, ſpit upon, apprehended as a Male- 
factor, arraigned, tried, condemned, crucified 
and buried; that bleſſed Perſon, who ſuffered 
the juſt for the unjuſt, that he might bring us 
to Gop, being put to Death in the Fleſh, but 
quickened -by the Spirit; in a Word, he who 
gave himſelf for us an Offering and a Sacrifice 
to Gop for a ſweet-{melling Savour ; who hum- 
bled himſelf that we might be exalted, bore our 
Sins that we might be pardoned, was condemned 
that we might be juſtified, and died that we 
might live, Can we ever do or ſuffer too much 
to promote the Cauſe and Intereſt of this gracious 
Lover of Souls? No, the Love of Chriſt ſhould 
conſtrain us, becauſe * © we thrs judge that if one 
died for all, then were all dead; and that he 
died for all, that they who live ſhould not hence- 
forth live unto themſelves, but unto him who 
died for them and roſe again.“ Think, therefore, 
no Pains, no Labour too much in his Service; 
no Reproach, no Perſecution too great to be 
undergone for his Sake, and the Salvation of im- 
mortal Souls. Meditate on the Words of Peter, 
1 © If ye be reproached for the Name of Chriſt, 
happy are you; for the Spirit of Glory and of 


® 2 Cor. v. 14, 15. 2 1 Peter iv. 14. 
« Gop 
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« Gop reſteth upon you; on their Part he is evil 
« ſpoken of; but on your Part he is glorified.” 
Think it not ſtrange concerning the firey Trial 
which i is to try you, as though ſome ſtrange Thing 
happened to you, but rejoice rather that you 
are made Partaker of Chrif's Sufferings, that, 
when his Glory ſhall be revealed, you may be 
glad alſo with exceeding great Joy. Then, 
though Iſrael ſhould not be gathered, which 
may be the Caſe, for a Miniſter's Succeſs is not 
always anſwerable to his Labours, Wiſhes and 
Prayers, yet you ſhall be glorious in his Sight, 
and your Reward ſhall be with your Go. 


Tavs,. Sir, I have finiſhed the ſeveral Heads 
of this Charge as laid down in the Method, 
and ſhall now conclude with one Exhottation 
to you, and my beſt Wiſhes for you. My Ex- 
hortation is that of Paul to Timothy, in the fol- 
lowing Words: © That good Thing, which is 
& committed to thy Truſt, keep by the Holy 
« Ghoſt,” which, I hope, is given unto you. 
I need not tell you that it is the moſt important 
of all others, for it is nothing leſs than preaching 
the unſearchable Riches of Cbriſt, and winning 
Souls to him. You, I ſuppoſe, may expect in 

K your 
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your Flock, as there are in moſt others, People 
of every Character, and of every Circumſtance, 
good and bad, rich and poor, fick and well, 
learned and unlearned, wiſe and fooliſh, tractable 
and untractable, peaceable and turbulent: You 
muſt make it your Buſineſs, therefore, to ſuit 
your Temper, Diſcourſes and Conduct, to all of 
theſe, or, as the Apoſtle expreſſes it, become 
& all Things to all Men, in order to fave ſome 
F* of them.” You may now be aſking in your 
own Mind, who is ſufficient for all theſe Things? 
the Queſtion is juſt and pertinent, but the Anſwer 
to it is equally ſo, which is this, our Sufficiency 
is of Gop. We have this Treaſure, as you heard 


well handled in the Sermon, in earthen Veſſels, 


that the Excellency of the Power may appear to 


be of Gor, and not of Men, Go forth therefore, 
in his Strength, making mention of his Righte- 
ouſneſs, even of his only; maintain a cloſe, a 


conſtant Correſpondence with him, by humble 


Prayer and Supplication, for in him are all your 
Springs. Set him always before you, to direct 
you in your Way, to aſſiſt and to protect you in 
it. He can ſupply all your Need according t to 
his Riches in Glory, by Jeſus Chriſt, 
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My fincere Wiſhes for you are contained in 
the Words of the Apoſtle to the Theſſalonians, 
and the Hebrews, for better I cannot uſe; they 
are theſe : * May the Lord Jeſus Chriſt himſelf, 
&* and Gop, even our Father, who hath loved us, 
e and given us everlaſting Conſolation, and good 
“Hope, through Grace, ſtrengthen, ftabliſh, 
& ſettle you.” And © may the Gop of Peace, who 
* brought again from the Dead the Lord Feſus 
** Chriſt, that great Shepherd of the Sheep, thro? 
te the Blood of the everlaſting Covenant, make 
* you perfect, to do his Will, working in you 
that which is well pleaſing in his Sight; to 
* him be Glory for ever and ever.” I cannot 
conclude, without expreſſing the like good Wiſhes 
to your Reverend and worthy Colleague, and the 
Church of Chriſt, of which the Chief Shepherd 
has now made you joint Overſeers.— May his 
Bleſſing be upon your united Labours, and make 
his Work to proſper in your Hands, that. in the 
great Day, you may preſent yourſelves, and the 
ſpiritual Children whom he hath given you, before 
the Preſence of his Glory, with exceeding Joy. 
Amen, | 
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